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inherent exigencies of war and revolution, the Jacobins sought
to build a society where no citizen should be too rich, and
where every citizen should have enough to live. The omni-
competent State became, in practice, the agency for confiscat-
ing the property of Grown, Church, emigres and all 'suspect'
individuals and organizations, and for the redistribution of
this wealth amongst the poor and those whose merit was to
support the Revolution. The communards found themselves
practitioners of an unpremeditated communism. That even
this historical association of ideas was not to be broken in the
revolutionary tradition was shown during the Paris Commune
of 1871, which again arose during conditions of national revo-
lution and siege.
The name which links this particular strand of the tradition
with later French Socialism is the name of Babeuf. He became
an important part of the tradition because of the Conjuration des
£gaux of 1796 and because his execution by the Directory made
him the first of the martyrs of French Socialism. He and his
followers were that phenomenon common to all great revolu-
tions—the frantic champions of yet one more 'final revolution5,
designed to complete and consolidate the 'original principles'
of the First Revolution. The famous Manifesto declared:
The French Revolution is only the fore-runner of a much greater,
much more solemn revolution, which will be the last. ... No more
private property in land!. .. Begone, hideous distinctions of rich and
poor, of great and small, of masters and servants, of governing and
governed. ... In the cry of equality, let the forces of justice and
happiness organize themselves. The moment has come to found the
Republic of Equals, that great hospice open to all men.
The Directory eliminated these embarrassing 'second-revolu-
tionaries', just as Hitler purged the National Socialist party of
their counterpart in 1934. Insistence on a further 'social revolu-
tion5 is seldom welcome to those who have just consolidated
their own power by a political revolution. But Babouvism
lived on, as a voice of idealism and a plea for greater social
equality. Guesde and Jaures were later to speak of him with
respect, and Paul Louis, the historian of French Socialism,
describes the Conspiracy of Equals as 'the first great episode

